
Minutes of the Charlotte-Metrolina Chapter (NC04) 

Of the Military Officers Association of America 

January 18, 2015 

President Harley Ellinger called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. at the Red Rocks Café.  The Invocation 

was given by Darrell Long and was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  Harley reminded all that 

tomorrow, January 19th , is Martin Luther King Holiday and we should be mindful and thankful for Dr. 

King’s achievements.  Harley introduced COL Jeri Graham, USA, (Ret) President of the North Carolina 

Council of Chapters President, and her husband COL Ed Baisden, USA (Ret).  The 50/50 raffle of $32.00 

was won by Greg Ainslie.   

Installation of New Officers:  Harley introduced the installing officer, COL Jeri Graham USA (Ret) .  COL 

Graham requested that Secretary Ron Wilsbach read the names of those members who were to be 

installed.  The slate of officers is:  President Ron Morgan, 1st VP, Jay Garbus, 2nd VP, Tim Dremann, 3rd VP, 

Gloria Scienski, Secretary/Treasurer Ron Wilsbach, Directors; Harley Ellinger, Carol Aljets, Larry Stawicki 

and  Scott Morris.  COL Graham presided over the installation procedures and invited the outgoing 

president, Harley Ellinger and the incoming president to exchange presidential pins and offered 

President Morgan the opportunity for comments.  President Morgan outlined his objectives over the 

next year – membership committee assignments, JROTC Scholarship donation committee, JROTC 

instructor and officer award committee, and golf tournament committee. 

Officer Reports: 

1st VP –(Jay Garbus):  Jay announced that our speaker for February will be Pat Biddy who will present 

current day efforts to locate MIAs.  He requested members to advise him of individuals that may be of 

interest as speakers for the Chapter.  Jay recently saw the movie “The American Sniper” and gave it a 

thumbs up.  He also mentioned that the History Channel will be showing a mini- series called, “Sons of 

Liberty”, a retelling of the American Revolution.   

2nd VP -  Ron Morgan advised that, with the board’s  approval, 24 former members who had been in 

arrears with their chapter dues for at least two years have been dropped from membership.  Those 24 

were given the opportunity via letter or email to bring their accounts up to date.   Offsetting those 

dropped Ron reported that during 2014 we brought in 28 new members.  Ron thanked Carol Aljets for 

her efforts with this endeavor.   

3rd VP – (Gloria Scienski):  Gloria reported that there are a significant number of retired and active duty 

military members residing in North Carolina.   There are over 90,000 retired service members and 

103,000 active duty members in the state.  MOAA members in North Carolina total 14,000.  With these 

large numbers we need to make sure that issues of interest are addressed and our positions made clear 

by subscribing to MOAA’s weekly  Legislative Updates published each Friday. 

 



Secretary Report – (Ron Wilsbach):  The minutes for the December Chapter Meeting, December 7, 2014 

were approved with no changes. 

 

Treasurer’s Report – (Ron Wilsbach):  Ron reported that the General Fund has a balance of $3953.21.  

This figure includes $764.89 from the AutoBell Car Wash fund raiser.  The Scholarship Fund has a 

balance of $4564.06.  Ron advised that the meeting cover charge was being suspended in the hope that 

raffle ticket sales would increase. 

 

Newsletter – (Carol Morgan) -  Inputs for the February issue are due to Carol by January 28th.  She also 

reminded members that bios are needed.   Carol Aljets suggested that spouses be included in member 

highlights.  COL Graham agreed. 

 

Old Business: 

Fund Raising – Ron Morgan reported that the letters to Chapter members requesting donations to the 

Scholarship Program resulted in a significant response and that individual donations will remain 

confidential.   Additional letters will be sent to local businesses supportive of military issues.  Ron 

reported that another attempt will be made to establish a Chapter Golf Tournament to support the 

Scholarship Fund.  Beach House Raffle tickets are still available to sponsor a North Carolina National 

Guard member/family to attend the NC State MOAA convention in Cashiers, NC June 11-14, 2015. 

New Business: 

President Morgan advised that the Chapter would be applying to USAA for a $300 grant to sponsor a 

military event with Charlotte Bridge Home during the spring of 2015.  He will be asking members to 

volunteer to serve on committees to assist in the work of the Chapter such as programs, membership 

and scholarship fund raising, just to name a few.  Ron announced that the Chapter would be 

participating in a new initiative to honor one JROTC NCO instructor and one JROTC officer from one of 

the 33 JROTC units within the Mecklenburg County School System.  Our winners would then go on to 

compete with instructors and officers throughout the State.  Ron remarked that UNCC will be 

sponsoring a day conference on February 24th to address the availability of holistic medical services for 

military personnel.  More information to follow.   

NCCOC President Jeri Graham presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Carol Aljets for her work as 

Secretary for the state MOAA Council over the last year.  

Program 

Ron Morgan introduced our guest speaker, COL  Jeri Graham, USA, (Ret), President of the North Carolina 

Council of Chapters.  COL  Graham took the reins of NCCOC on October 26, 2013 and is active in several 



other veterans’ organizations in North Carolina, as well as at the national level, specifically as Past 

President and Convention Chair of the Army Nurse Corps Association.  Prior to her service with the 

NCCOC she was President of the Southeastern North Carolina MOAA Chapter (Wilmington) for seven 

years.   

COL Graham opened her presentation expressing her appreciation for the support of the VPs and staff 

of the NC Council.  She is especially thankful for the efforts of our Past President, Harley Ellinger, in his 

capacity as the Legislative Chair, (3rd VP) for the Council.  Harley has dedicated many hours to pursuing 

the legislative goals of MOAA with members of the North Carolina Legislature.  COL Graham also 

provided feedback to the Chapter as to how we are perceived by other MOAA members throughout the 

state.   

COL Graham suggested that one of the primary reasons for any chapter’s success is for that chapter to 

have good programs, a comfortable location for meetings and great communications.   

COL Graham outlined the functions of the NC Council.  When someone does a good job, the Council 

insures that that item is put on the “Best Practices” section of the website so that all members have the 

information.  She has also instituted conference calling within the Council which has improved the flow 

of communications between the quarterly meetings.    She pointed out that getting former officers who 

have served but not retired is one area that needs to be tapped.  Demonstrating to them the benefits of 

membership is a tough sell, however, access to the MOAA Scholarship fund for their children could be a 

powerful draw.   

Col Graham spoke to MOAA’s Strategic Plan going forward to 2018. (For a complete reading of this 

initiative go to MOAA.org and select MOAA StratPlan 2014-2018.pdf.)  Being engaged is the secret to 

being an effective member and an effective chapter.  Knowing the MOAA issues is the basis of our 

organizations strength.  The Legislative Alerts bring those issues to your attention but you need to take 

action by responding with emails and letters to your U.S. representatives!  Don’t expect the other  

400,000 MOAA members to carry the load.     

COL Graham concluded her remarks by advising the chapter that the 4th Branch initiative has recently 

initiated action to purchase and install the same email operating system used so effectively by MOAA 

with the federal government.  That same system will soon be available for us to contact our State 

Legislators.  Look for instructions for sign-up very soon.   

The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ron Wilsbach, Secretary 

 



   

 

    


